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(North American Reviow Tor December.)
Thete Is niv institetion in the Cath-
aite Chuieh 16 which the aversge Fiv-
patppl, whither he be an Amevican
or arr Engltehman, las 4 mone dueply

wied antipaihy than the practiod of
regards 1t

aurioylar oonfesision.

s unwarrantably Invasion of the
privacy of an individual consclence, wn |
it inle the gacted domsin of do- |
srous, demoralizing,

1w ese 1o the will, and
Wive of the habit of independ-

¢ nd =IF rellunee
om Wdvocating sn anpopular cause in
Jdertalking 1o plead o its behall, and

T oM
n fal

o lEten 1o ane, ns I ux

h  minds

sure §hat

nsysiem «
il Iniimmsie
A lumirped, (o love

vxperience, and walch 1|

1 ind

Vi

myseli been o cun-
k., and inve,
pil eon-

which I+ have
=xiom mE Jeasl once & W
% 1 mnny

pahes

a=ingre In various Iingiish sp ;;tn\g‘
LoNniriss. I

1 dn propass L0 anler O the
thorny hs ol religlous chnlioyersy.
1l am n inoversinlist, and 1 gdoubt
nol that most, of my reudsss chure
my disiike ta controyersy. 3y biunt
in the prosenl pmper will bie to afle,

ae falvly and impatctmlly ss 1 onnothe |
wanifold wdvantages 1o the ndividual’t
" to wovdety which are the resalt of
Ll rnal vonfession Aol 5y LY oahove,
f i oean gome of e amisconcfpilons
w hich pravadl pesipect ing it eem amimE
wenornhle and educated men. 1 need
coarcely sy that 1 do nol propose 10
(mtor the lists against the anti-Popery
e titrel, nr the professional declaimer
pxningt the “abominations of ltnmw."‘
Thise anfortunate peoducts of modern
and Intolernnce 1 shall jepve
rellone. Theclass to whom they
Al ;re, for the most pary, nmper-
v & 16 reason, aod the infamous liter-
ture tlat they sow broadcast is of
if sufficient to condemn them.

HIETORY OF TiHE CONFESSIONAL.

The history of the confession s too |
e u field for e to attempl 10 enter |

I will only say that Christiens,
the very legginning, taking Ih thelr
1 and obvious smse our Lard's |
d= 10 His Apostles: “As my Father
huth sent me even so 1 send  you.
Wihose sins you forgtve, they ure for-
wiven 1o themn, snd whose sins you
petadn, Uheey are retpined’'—hs Ve al\Wways
~+n in the minlstess of the Church the
drlecates pnid representatives of Chriet,

Eave. in obediencs to His.command, |
1e confession of their sins to them.
1 early fiterature on the subject is.!
inideod, seanty and imperfect; ‘but 1t s
Autiielent 1o shew that the practice of

niession provailed from the flrest g
' 1o the firet fervor of primitive |
tstinnity, this confessipn was In all

< made In puldic, or whether this
e ordeal was confined, to grase
inw which gave serious svandal (the
ing confessed privitely) s o
¢ paint. Modern invesiigation,
yer, fonds to prove that, even in
sriiest times, private sings were pri- |
iy confessed.

He thie as i3 may, the writings of the
fathess dind the decrees of focal synods
et ample witness to the general cus-
o auricuinr confession as=s pre-
vaiiing in east nod west allke, The Lat-
Lran Counel, in 1210, did not impese the

coctios on Lhe Taithiful but simply de-
termminoigie minimum thit the Churoh
reairedd, To argue from the decree of

his Counell, ordaring that =31 shall
nfeers their sins at least ohec K ¥ear,
conifession Wis never previously
arraniabile
5 rEANONA -

forenees, 1L Woild 'he just
o comeligde that if a government
n mathematies! examina-
2 bovs in all public schools 1a be
| e s vear, no matbhematioal #x-
lwn had evar been  previously
eils or that if a State Legislature
1o direet thies sl the chlldren in
dusirin! prheols were W have &
a1 deutst onoo o menth; the children
betn had never besn made 10 thke
hoth heforo,
HULIGATIONS OF CATHOLICS

Council dld was 1o
had hithorto been
determine whait
of  obllgathm
1

What thn
what
sHnne, 1
1l minimum
taitntal the world over,
atdr+ thin in passine. . for T am
Widering auricnlur confession
jenlly, hot in its relatio
mean o modern  societly,
w for good or evil thage
pracriee il
The paturil origin and fountain-head
n is to be found in an in-
an sature, which Ieads ns
uniouts o othors ny srong
n presentio (he soul. any power.
niuenre cngenedoring in us oy
w, Bope or fewr, self-opprobi-
ar fir self-reproach.  If scme counper
Vor copconlmenl Necessary,
vuppression. will be painful o us,
Wil neEravate our suflsring, |
the inluence présent to Lhe soul |
unfaovoralle o 5 happiness. |

W L=t

D

of ‘muilt = of all emotionx !
the soul. the ang whicl)
s34 deeply rooled misery.
destructive of all aue
res
at the thought ¢f the
ndency al the prospect|

combine to soake e

must

. spif-reptoach, fear,

Csulmering  scmelimes  be-

i=tilyle,
MPORY OF BUGENE ARAM.

v of Eugene Aram i an -
winta, me 8 thal of The murs
ho appedachsd the eradie of nis
;. infant In order that he might
tocn hunan ear the érithe that
(i e longer bear in silence
vy 1l moest of my readers have,
of their lives, Hstened to
¢5 of #one riend oF fe-
poured forth, in the

by the duil fre-Hehl

anid seif-notusing grory of his
cilopds. 1 mm  net worcetaed
souree of this curlous instinet
frevalgtion, buy the Tact of the
nat it nfforile to the heavily bur-
ulid 1 nudeniable. i corininly

1 arpnger among  Christians
ymiong those who belong tv other
jns and the reason of thls B that
cnme of the evil of sin e Tar mone
n those who belleve in theincar-
and desth of the Sen of Ged,

ol syuery resival of vellgion, out-
nide the Cachinlle Church, has been ac-

nipenied with pome form or other of
hifr or private confession. The early
rolated i public their res
“oxperiomoes,” and | the leaders
vetgellcal movement at the be-
- of the present century recelved
thefr risciples o "manifestation of
1 o thal was Wttle cise Thasn 2
n of.their sins. The rapid
wih of the practice uf tonfession
e (e Bitusilets §s not & meore imi-
Wien of Rome, bul 18 the naturnl ot~
e of helr religiovs earnestness and
s
WU this proves the necessity of pro-
ling some carefully gusrded and
rocornized outlet for that instinot of
Wumat sature which leads a mhain o
Five pelfef 1o his sen=e of personal guilit]
vy same extérnal manifestation of his
cvll daods. The more intense his sense
of gulll, the more ugbearahle doss It
boreme, unless he has the opporiemily
of geiling i of, or at wd events off

%

=ous

- 1 ¥

heasine. |
| nutoral, ay well a8 the supernatural,
unprojodiced, | moans of escaping from the crushing | mind thut some wise eounselor should
from s own knowiedge, | und intolerable burden,
which I have had « long |

valug more |
wodn ihe lust thirty yvears; dur- |

| nf the gresiest con=olations of

wishes to_ sell.

I
-

fighelening, his burden, by evealing
the source of hils misery to zome one
of more of his [fellow-creatures in
whusi priodence and sympathy he can
confide. I have myself: known #everal
lnstances M which the sense of sin
mitde fife 5o intolerable ds to lead to AR
attengpl to cotnmit sulelle. Our lunatic
psyloms contaln patients not a fow
wha have lost thair reason from the
game causs, Al ol
them, would certainly have heon saved
it they conld bave had reconrse to the
Citholic conferssional and poured out
thelr tale of misery and sin inlo the
sympithetic cara of the confessor. 1

of those who had told some sad tale
of wilfu! snd long-continued sin the

ame oarrieg with 1l an | Jopful exclumation, “Now, fether, T be-
| gin tn feel Bottar”

The Inexpreseible

velief way duc, in &real mMeasure, o

L ihe mers ontpeuring of thelr =ad story.

They wore cmploying what was the

THE STRUGGLE WITH OURSELVES

But there o 8 further provision: for
ithe needs of human pature that con-
fesslon, and confession only, can sup-
ply. Every one whe goes astray had
an undefined and vague intention of be-
ginnin%. at sume time or other, a'new
and a betrer (e, He wants to give up
the evil which In his heart he hates,
and he means o do #o when a con-
veglenl seagon comes. But the diffi-

cully I8 to determine the time when,
that happy moment shall arrive, We'
are  all | pracesstinators, especindly

where immedlate action means @ SYUR-
gle with ourseives and the eelingu
ment of that tdé which Wei, mpec
tachel. So we put off and pol v, -
1l the chain that binds s down be-
tomes so strong thut it §5 a moral in-
posibility to shake ourseives free of If
Men mometimes fix for themselves a
special day which g to be the begin-
ning of 4 new life—thelr next birth-
day, for Instance, or the flyst day of
the coming ¥ear. But, In  point of
fact, the promised reformation very
raraly takes place when the appointed
day arrives, or If, for a short time,
there I8 a change for the better, the
improvement, unsupported as It is by
any fresh influences for good gpper-
talning to the new era, soon fades
wway and disappears,

Now, this need of u turning point for
good, of n special date and lmit from
which the old things shall have
passed away, amd nll things shall have
become new, is supplied by the con-
fesslonal as nothing eise In the world
can supply . The Catholle who Is
desirous of turning over a new Jeal
and of overcoming his past faylts and
frailties. but who at the same time Is
conscious of hls own weakness, turns
Ingtinctivély to. that wholesome tri-
bunal, where he knows that be will
find o kind and attentive listener, &
man who has had long experience of
the wvarious snares and plifalls  that
bekot our’ path through life, and who
can, therefore, sympathize with nil the
diftcuitics thut have to be encounterad
by one who Is entering on | struggle
with evil, und on the serious pursuit
of what is good.

THE SINNER WHO HATES HIM-
SELF.

The sinner who has learned to hate
himeelf, and who feele himsalf unable,
by his own unalded efforts, to free
himsnif from the yoke of =in. will
there Nnd a prodent, patient and skil-
ful councellor, who will have a hun-
dred devices to sugzest {or meeting the
foree of temptation, and a hundred

means by which he may sitrengthen
himself in the practiee of virive. The
confegsar will muoke for him “the

crooked ways stroight, and the rpoush
places plain®' e will envourage him
where encourngement = nesded, and
warn him where Ahere are dangers to
be avoided. So he betakes himself—
perheps in fear and trembling, but sill
with a hope long unknown to him and
a confidence to which he hass long
heen @ stranger—to that fountain. pro-
vided far the washing away of s=in
und uncleaniiness, and for the
strengthening of good resclutions and
aspiretions after 4 new and better life,
which {5 to be found in every Catholic
Church. In the Priest in the confles
sionAl he knows thut he will have &
father, a friend and a guide. In him
he sees God's own répresentative, and
there rise to his lips, instinctively and
nuturally, the words of the prodigal In
the Gospel, 1 will arise and go to my
father. and will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned.”” In this way the tri-
bunal of pennnce, quite apart from the
grace of the sacrament, with which 1
am not pow coneorned, i simply an
invaluable Instracent of reformation
How waluabie and how effective it is
15 of vourse betier Known lo Priests
iban to any other class: and it isx one
thelr
sapred ministry to think of the hun-
dreds whom they have thus helped
over the rough pleees that besei the
first struggle aftier virtue, and whe
will one day {ender them their grate-
ful thanks for the help that they have
recefved from them in thelr sore time
of peed,

A RELTEF TO THE DISTRESSET.

In clos=e compection with this “min-
tsiry of reconciliation” I8 a further and
i pcarcely less important advantage
artaching to the donfissional, that It
affords & =ure and a safe resort to all
wha are in any kind of oioral or in-
teflectonl perplexity  or  distress 1

| lmagine that very few of my readers

not. at some time or other in
their Hves, found themselves in some
hurasaing deubt or difficulty from
which they Xnew not how to extricate
thiemecives. Their trouble may hove
grisén from thelr own faull. or it may
bave been entirely independent of any
acdton of thely own. It may  have
wrisen from within, or It may have
bLeen the result  of exterior clreums-
stundes which have hedged them in
with embarrassment {hat for the time
mude their lives a misery, or, at  all

hiuve

‘events, very serlously interfered with

af mind.
eonsciences,
of
labia

thelr happiness and  peace
Those who have dellcate
men with . paturally high sensp
fonor or justice, are especinliy

Lthe Lgn these sStorms of menta] =uffering.

Thelr very anxiety to do what is right
aggrayates thair trouble; they are vorn
axunder by o number of opposing ma-
tlves and influences, snd =ometimes do
pot know which way to turn. e me
tak= one or two insisness such s
often ovour in modern life. A man in
5 position of responsibility has, under
stress of some pressing need, horrowed
(or embezzled) some of hiz employer's
muney, He has tided over the diffi-
culty by some dishonest falsification of
e ts, There s overy chance
of his escaping undetected. for he Is a
muan whose characier stands high, and
in whom his employer placed the most
implicit conidenca. Bul his consplence
will pot et him rest. He s &imply
migsrable at the thought of his :
tyayal of hiz trust, He iz hound to
confess hin misdeeds to his employer,
1n be giemissed in shame and  dis-
srace, (0 deag down 1o misery thosa
near and deor ta bim, his loving wife
and his Innostent children,
A STRUGGLE WITH YOUR CON-
4 SCIENCE,
Another man i 1o busitess for him-
a
::f&hmmu’hiﬁ in conscience as (o ver-
tain mierepresentations whick he hus
made with : .”-mﬂlgm nnm‘tﬂf ::
‘the ‘erigin  af the tures :
m !‘hil;.,!fm e i g::-'
flons are not sctusiiy false buy oy
ore of a nature to mislead the intemi-

u ”

these, or must of |

picture doaler, and he iz

Che Practice of Confession
In the Catholic Church
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{ing purchaser, They are in line with
| the universal prasotiee of the trade in
+the clty where he dwells and without
thom' his busingss would Le Halle to be
ruined. What s hie o do under those
dificult elreametances? O, to take o
Lyery Gifferent case. A glel I8 living
| at home with' her molhsr and slster.
She I8 not pecessary to her mother's
happiness o comfort, but,  withont
doubit, she adds much to I, She has,
kowevar, for some time fell sirongly
drawn toward consecrating her life to
God amang the good Sisters of Charlty:
whose self-sacrificing devotlon (o the
|poor has mdde thalr whité caps and

1 know thatl I | have mysell often heard from the lps | gray Gregs dear -even Lo non=Ciatholles,

What ought she to do? Is she bound
to abey the yales within and to Jeave
those dear b lier, ddn ofler to follow
aut it any coel what she believes to be
her yooniion? O is it all o delusion, her
imat duty being to be the solace of her
| mosher's sidvincing yveatrs? How doan-
duclve, how necessary to er pence of

| help her In declding the question she
Leannot declde far herself! Children, too,
have their own difflcnltios, Hvery con-
feasor of bays hos bpen asted: “Pathern,

I It A 8in to go out of bounds wi

leave” 12 It o sinto use 8 crib? 15 It
la sln'to hive a fght with another boy 2"
| Even lttle girls pre-sometimes perplex-
Ved in conscdence. “Father, Is it a sih
o slap my Hitle sistér when she s
naughty? Is It n sinp to take choeco-
lates out of mother's work-hox?" Someoe-
times the guestions are on mutters of
more gerious import, for the vyolee
within doés not alwaeys clearly pramul-
gate even' the precopls of Lthe natural
lmw. In all these questions, great and
smail, it {8 of inciloninhls benefit o
young and old ta be ahle to resgre th
one vwho will Bleaply draw the line be-
tween right and wrong, and set at rest
the troubled conselence.
COUNSELOR OF THE

SIONAL.

In all such caxss the confessional fur-
nishes o counselor who is perfectly un-
| prejudiced, whaose ope and oanly dedire
|ls to premote the happiness and well-

béing of his penltent, who gpeals with
the ‘authority belonging to his office,
whose long expeérience gives welght to
his words, and who, above all, Knows
the severs aseount that Almighty God
willlexaect of him, and the awfu) resson-
sibility of the taek entrusted to him. He
knows that If he swerves one halr'a
breadth from the law of God In the
adviceé given, out Of any humin respeoct,
ot desire to please, or any other Infer-
for motive, he will he guilty of a great
=in before God, What better means
than this conld pessibly be deviged [or
giving péace to troubled =ouls, or for
settling doubts and difficelties that, 1o
those who are entangled In them, often
geem insoluble? I do nol meéan to eny
that the vonfessor I8 infallible, orl may
nat judge the case wrongly. But there
is every possible chiance that his judg-
ment will be the right one, and that
he will be able to glve such advice ns
may reléase the perplexed conscience
from its difficultles and dangers. My
own experience Is that seldom have I
encourntered any problem as (o future
action, however apparently hopeless,
which did not admit of a sajution that
was not only practically possible, but
that could be ecarrvied put without any
serlous difficulty by the person asking
niivice.

Anopther benefit attaching to the pmc-
tipe of confesslon la one that, T think,
cannod. fail to be appreciated by any-
one who calls himseif, even in the wid-
#at sense, a Christian. One of the great
dungers of the present day i=# want
of sufficient appreciation of the evil of
sin'as an offense against Almighty God.
Utilltarianism holds o pernicious sway
over the gpinlon of modern soclety ve-
specting right and wrong. If the law
of God forbids any course of conduct
which otillterianism declares to be ben-
eficial to soclety. well, so "much the
warse for the law of God. 1 do not
mes 19 say thit any except an extreme
school of modern theorlsts would put
the matier in thlz crude form: but it
underlie= & zreat deal of the opinion
now prevalent  respecting right and
wrong: This nor that course pf action
cannol be bad, because IL does no poe-
sible hurm to others; it must he good,
beétause it can be ghown 1o be advan-
tageoits to socity. Why should we re-
gret any of our actions in the past If
neither we, nor anvane else, are, as far
as we can judge, ‘a4 whit the worse for
them?

HATEFULNESS OF SIN.

This habit of mind is one that is fog-
by a career of prosperity and
success. I s all very well (o say that
we all have within us the dread tri-
bunal of canscience, dsclaring, with &
voles that cannot be shenced, the gulit
of sin amd s hatefulness in the sight
of God, apart fTom any evil results that
may proced from it This is irne;
but coneclence, if [t be disregarded,
g00n cises to speak with the same di=-
tinotness, or else the denfensd ears fall
tu hear e sentence of copdemnation.
It needs an external senction, a human
volee withovt, that ghali be the e<ho of
the veoice of God within. It needs, moye-
over, the help of some authoritative
tribunal, ouotside of Him, which
shall compel the wrongdoer to
take counsel of hiz consclence and
reckon ap” with {ts help the different
cecasions on which he has disobeved
1= volee, In order that he may obtain
forgiveness by o, Mall and frank con-
feluglon ©of them all to one Whe mmust,
12 Gofl's representitive, take  cogni-
zance of them  all, and pass on the
guilty aevuser of himpell 4 senténde of
punishment which shall in some way
correspond to. the heinousnesn ol his
ls]n‘ One of the mnost valuahff elemenis
1 of confes=ion 1s the examination of con-
gelence that necesgarlly precedes It
It brings a man face to face with hik
sing 08 nothing elge can. HHa kKnows
that If they are to be forgiven, not one
muEt s coneealed: and he knows, tob,
thiut he muse use all dire and Jdillgenve
Lo B that nony Is, throush any negli-
grmee on his poart, omitted from the
{biack list. They must all be told, the
t number however great, snd the Kind of
0 however Jdiggracelful und humilint-
ing. 1 can searcely imagine avything
that bas a greater power Lo guicken the
sense of the heiponeness of =in than
this necessity” of first comlng face to
| faee with it in carsful selt-examination,
and then putting imio words the resuits
whieh that self-examination has reveal-
ed. And here | may reming my read-
era that this advantage Is.altogether
tost unless the intesrily of confesslon
is strietly enforesd. Oned allow the pen-
itent to tell whut seems good to him,
and to omil whatiéver he iz reluorant
to confess; and the y#iue of confession,
as enforving a sense of the evil of ain,
disappears. The jodge must know all
the détajls of the oifenses committed,
elee how can he pass a just sentence?
Nothing must be hldden from him, in-
aymueh as he I8 God's yepresentative.
It I¢ the telling of thiz humbling lule
which keespz giive in the heart of the
atholio that keen appreciation of the
evil of sin, the fadlng away of which Is
an irreparable loss to Protestunt so-
clely. il
THE BENCOUNTER WITH EVIL.
And it Is the facl Lhat the tale Is
such a humbiing one that furnishes
the tribunal of penance with another
most potent weapon for thic encounter
with evil and for the salvaiion of souls
Of all sins _eE_i mone so deadiy and

CONFES-

&0 hateful th Goil as pride, and, on the
ather hand, there I8 Ko ¥irtue more In-
dispensable to a1l thoze who .
foilow in the

the virtae of
mility every
tonse nnd ¢

desire to
footsteps of Christ than
humility. Without hu-

cou

fell; with QL every

+4

ﬁlw}i trtue s 0 mere pre- |

perfect gt can be obtained
| from the Mast HIgh. Nothing 3 more
| prominent fn the tekching of our Lord
{&nd his Apastles than the g)1-impart-
fance of humility. . The Phaplases were
| [Ibenal in thelr aloi®, mordified in thele
| fives, lengthy In thelr provers; but
L thelr pride gpallt 16 ol The publican
heating his breast wos  humble, and,
therefore, was forgiven. While God has
compaesion on SIMNENE. We nve told that
He hutes the proud.  But there |8 no
need to divell on UBe truism that, of all
Christlan ‘duties, the mot essentlal s
that “we humble outkelves under the
mighty hand of Gol" Now, of all
Christion practees, T think there Is
none =0 honsblings S0 humilicting, as
the praciice of vonfessihn. To tell {0
a fellaw vreaturs thaievll thoushts thnt
We have Indolg®s the menn, selfish,
disgraceful wois we have done, and o
tell them inall their naked hideous~
ness is a proces= whith knocks the
pride onr of a mian bétter cthan any
ather that 1. know of in the whole
corld, Tt i= this which mokes the con-
=zional so utpopuler with avernge
Englishmen in the present day. Qiedl-
nil Minning suld In ong of his tem-
peranre speeches thal drunkenness 18
the hesetting sin of Ehg ml, Dounies-
nesa s bad enough, Gald Enows, not
only 1o itgalf, but Becnuss of the other
ains which follow in lts train. Never-
theless, I do not agres with His Emi-
remce. 1 am gqulte cfrtnin thar pride
Iz far mare subtle; more dangeruus,
mors dexdly, more ruinous 1o the souls
of men (han drunkennese, It §s n re-
gpeciable vice, a vice which breeds no
remeree In thé soul, n vite which I8
often wecompanied With a great show
of virtue. and even of piety, a viee
which carrivs with it a lata] blindness
and hurdnesa of heart, a vice that ren-
ders o man impervions to the sweet in-
flitences of Ged's grace. Now, a true,
hearifelt eonfession of =in is incompat-
ible with prifde. THis is why ‘the tri-
bunal of penance has nlways hesn one
of the moes cherished institutions In
the Catholle Church. This, (40, le the
refsan-why IL never thn tiks root and
| lourish In any of those furms of ve-
Vliglon which have thytwn off the Yoke
¢f the Chureh,/snd proclolmed theright
of private judgment and te wutocracy
of the individual corscience. To eon-
fess one's sins (o God, Who knows them
alregdy, requires no'exercise of hnmil-
i1y, such g= ®4Anvolved In vonfessing
them to # human' being, who knows
nothing of them beforehand. It would
be simply an intolerable ahasement [
self, at leart Lo the ordinary Christian,
unless he saw in_ghat humin Dbeing
God's delegnte aml representative, ond
unless he knew thit this abasement of
himeself 1& a necessury condition to the
salvation of his soul,

WATCHING OVER THE YOUNG.
I muost add yet another advantage

confession of a  very differ-
et kind, It has  probabiy often
perured.  to the mind  of many
muost Catihollce. &= it has often oc-
eurred Lo my own, that If there were
no other proof/of the puramount claims
of the Catholle Church, we should find
a sufficient one in the eliborate cire

of

with which she watches over the in-
nocence of the young. To guard from
evil and eorruption the lambs of the

fold is one of her chief dutles and
priviléges. ‘This loving cure she in-
herite from her Divine Founder, Who
was the friend and lover of little chil-
dren. Now, 1 ilo not think that it Is
possible for any unprejudiced and well-
informed person, who compares the
practioal working of the Cathollc sys-
temn with that of any other religions
system in the world, to deny her un-
rivalled and unapproachabic superi-
erity In thiz vespect. She shields her
Yittle ones in their elivly childhood with
all the jealous care of the most tender
mother, and when the time compes for
the safe seclusion nf the parental roof
to be exchanged fora freer intercouras
with their fellows, ghe provides safe-
guards for their purity that are un-
known. or almost ‘unknown. outside
her fold. For the due education of
i boys, large schooly, and for thore of
the uppor class, largabonrding-schools,
‘are a practionl necessity. :
ITHE DANGEROUS TIME TO IN-
| NOCENCE.

Then comes the dangerous time, and
how grest the dangers of thot time
are is well known to every one who
has had an experience of the lnnep
working of English public sthools. To
| keep bovs safe from a most perilous,
if not & fatsl, contact with vice and
sip, i= & problem which has exercisad
{the mind and trouhfed the cunsclence
of every one who has faken part in
the management of any of our large
schools and colleges: and thoss ameng
Protestant educators who have studied
the subjert most deésply, and who have
had long experienve to gpuide  them,
have had to admit with sorrow  and
grief, that the task was a hopeless
one. They have hid to spbmit  to
what they considered an  Inevitable
evil, and their best hope has been by
personal influence to mitigale to some
extent that which they lknew they
were powerlegs to prevent. But is the
evil ene for which no remedy can be
provided? God forbid! The €athello
Church provides an effectlye remedy
for this, ng for every other evil inci-
dent to humen life. Here [ can speak
from a large experlence, and with a
full knowledge of the subject. Again
I and agaln T have Deen assired by hoys
who have passed (hrough Catholic gol-
leges, from the lowest to. the highest
form, that during the whole of thelr
time thers they never henrd one im-
modest word, or came fnte contact
with apy sort of temptation to evil
from those with whom they assoclated,
1 have known some who at the end of
their school course were #s Innocent
of moral evil as on the day they en-
tered, nnd were utterly shocked and
disgusted when they were thrown into
the voriex of the world outside, and
had to listen to the kind of talk that
too often forms the rommon staple of
conversation among thode whoe have
had a Protestant education,

THE CHURCH GUARDS HER
TENDER PLANTS.

I shall, perbaps, be told that the
Catholle system Js 3 “hothouse eys-
temy," and T aceepl the simile, Does
the prudent gardner expose his tender
plants, during their sarly growth, to
the cold east wind and the nipping
frosts? 1If he wants them {o be Strong
and sturdy, he watthes aver them and
shelters them from the fatal mftuences
thot will biight thelr growth and [eayve
trisces of evil that van never be wholly
removed, In ke munner does the
Catholie Chuarceh,  She, too, guards her
tender plants, and with prudent vigil-
ance avalls herdell of the means with
which Christ ha= provided her,
trAln them up to habits of virtue and
to o hatred of sin, fostering their moral
strongth and thelr Tove of all that Is
pure and of good reéport, that so she
may send them forth, when their man-
hood xhall have come, armed In full
panoply, to do baitie with all the perils
which they will then have to encountsr
and with the evils which will then be-
6t thelr path, I do not suy thet the
Church {2 always successful in  her
endeavors. It IS quite possible that,
even In a Catholle sehubl, evil mey for
# time run riot. One sinner may des-
troy muech good. But the ovil never
lasts long, and tht Catholic system
brings about a spesdy recovery. What
1 do azeert )8 that the moral perils to

school are infinlfesimal 45 com
with those which Will surfgund him in
any of the Protestant publie schools
and colleges. by !

In ail this the ¢blef engine for the

#0080 worke Ik the “;gnfg;!.__ Al There
are, of course, many others, There is
the perzonnl influence, and the koen
sense of responsibility,

; kbt f those who
are in authority: there lsqg:he_ cloge and
intimate friendship  exlsting hetween
the tencher and the tmt.’*whmlf is
g;-_;_nq-m utterly different from  the

ti‘.l]

which a boy Is exposed in & Catholic

the moral atmosphere henlthy and pure;
It 2 confession that mairtaing the high
standard of 1il'e und convarsatlon pro-
valling., through  God's merey, i3 our
Catholle schoola and coileges; 1t ik gon.
fogddom which enabies the Cotholic par-
ent to emirust his boy . to the good
priesta, whether secular or regonlar, who
devats themseives 1o the work of edu-

fears, that unxlety wnd  foreboding
gbout the future, that fill the heart of
the Protestant parent when he blids
farewell th his innocent child on his
first piunge into the vortex of o Protesi-
ant public school;

A FALSE AND CRUEL CHARGE.

Bat there is one charge, one faise
and ¢ruel charge, which some Protest-
ant writers bring sgalnst confession,
They suy that [t Introduoes the young
£nd innoecent to a knowledge of sub-
Jects whlch are sacro digha silentlo,
pnd oeven spewssrs to them evil of
which they would otherwize be ignor-
ant. gan only dEsura my  regders
{In answer 1o this graruitous calumny),
on the ward of an honest min, that
during the twenty vears nnd more thut
I have besn consiaitly hearing eon-
fesslons of men amd women, boys and
girls, of every cliss and in varipus
countrics, T have never onve Known of
A Eingle Instanee of dny knowledge of
evil having been imparted in the con-
fessional. I am surs that I may speak
for all my follow ¢ zat% ull over: the
warld, when I say that L jvould, with
God's heip, far rather bhe tom in @
thousand pieces thap say one word in
the confessional that could endanger
the purity of the young or npart 'a
knowledge of ovil to one previously
=norant of 1t

But if there should be any of my
readers who are not willing to aceept
my own personal | assurance, there is
apother consideration which apghr to
convinee them. If there were in this
aocusation the =mallest clement  of
truth. every good maother would, in her
tendeér’ care for her children's Innpo-
cence, have the groitest horror of see-
Ing her little ones Kncoling before the
priest, and every carctul father would
forbid his boys and gorls Grom Incurring
the rigk of such contaminatfon. Tadhis
the case? Do we find gond Cutholle
pirentk dreading the Influence of the
confessional for thelr children? On the
contrary there 12 pothing that zives
them more hearty satisfaction than to
know 1hit theic sons and daughters are,
from their Ilest  years, regular in
miking their confesslon, month by
moth, or week by weéek., They regard
It as the best possible safegrumrd for
thelr innocence and virtue, They nre
alarmed dnd apxfous i, when Boyhood
merges into youth, thelr sons grow Ir-
regular In frequentiong the tribunal of
penance.  They {ear there must be
gomething wrong. They urge aml en-
treit them not 1o fall awady from the
practice of confession,

BRINGS JOY TO THE MOTHER.

Joy fillg the mvther's heart when she
sees her =on once more returning, It
may be after long ahsence, to that
fount of merey and of grace, where she
knows he will obtajn pardon for the
past, and s=trength and help for Lhe
slruggies of the future, Ask any of
the heads of those Catholic famities
whose names are s hougehold word for
all thal t& noble and honorable and of
good report, whot Is thelr opinlon of
the institution which Is thus maligned,
and they will tell you, one and all, that
It Is for thomeelves n continuisl source
of comfort and bappiness antt con=ola-
tfon and peace, and that their Best wish
for all those dear to them ls that they
shall share the Incalvulable  benefits
thot they know' by thelr own experience
it confers: They will tell you thae it i=
their gtay and support, that it binds
togetter the members of & housshaold,
revonciles thosis who are at variance,
tepches children 1o be obedient’ tn their
parents, and parenis to be gentle and
forbearing with their children; the *wife
to obey her Hueband, and the husbinnd
to Iove and cherish s wife: in @ word,
that It teaches all to fulty] the duties of
thelr statlon, to observe the laws of God
and of the Church, to live a chaste,
#sober, honest, godly life, and to die &
holy and happy death,

T have said little or nothing of the
supernatural benefits attaching to the
conféssional, or of the sacramental
grace that flows Into the souls of those
who avajl themselves of L. My object
has been to dwell chlefly on the natural
advantages of the confessional. And I
have beenapenking of the Catholle ¢on-
femslonnl, and of It alone. For confes-
sion, Hke every other groat instrument
for good, has Iis dangers, anid very ser-
ipus ones. Against these dangers tne
Catlhiolic Chuych takes the mosy care-
ful precautions; but I do not ses how
they ¢an be guarded asuinst in a com-
munion where po such precautions ex-
ist: where the confessor has no recog-
nized training for his difficult and re-
sponsible dutles: where the practice is
diseouraged und discountenanved by
those in authority. and s regarded with
uspleion and dislike by the mass of
thase ‘who are Invited to zvail them-
pelves of 1L

R. F. CLARKE, 8. J.
—_————w—-——

MERRIE CHRISTMAS,

(By Sir Wailer Stcolt.)
Heap on mere woold!—the wind s chill;
Hut YN. it whistie as 1t witl,
Wo'll kKeap our Chrlstmas merry still,
Ench age has deemed the new-horn year
The titiest time for festal cheor:
And wall our Christion sires of old
Loved when the yedr [ts course had

rollod,

Ani brought blithe Chrigtmas back ugain
With all hiz bospitable train.
Dromestie and religlous rite
Gayve honoi th the hnl}"”nlght;
On Christimis Eve the beils were Tung,
On Christmas Eve the mines wis sung,
That only night in all the year
Saw the stoled priest the ohaliee venr,
The damsel donnid her kirtle sheens
The hall was dréssed with holly green.
Foarth to the wood did merry men go
To guther In the mistletoe.
Then opencd, wide the barmon's Hall
To vasral, tenant, sorl and all;
Power tahi iis rod of Tule pwside
And Ceremony doffed his pride.
The helr. with roses in bis shoer,
That night might village partner ehoose;
All halled with vneontrolled defigit
And general volee the happy night,
That to lhﬁ eotinge an the crown,
Brought tidings of selvation down,

The fire. with well-dried logs supplled,

Weant toaring up the chilmnes [T

The buge hall tablv'as oitksn face,

Seribbed 1 B shone, the diy to grace.

Hore then upon its massive hoard

No mark to nart the snqolre and lord,

Then wns brovght in the lusiy hrawn

By ald blis-toated serving wung

'I‘h‘nnhl.hﬁ grim boar's head frowned on
! 3

L‘?reemf with bays and resomars.

Well can the green-barbed ringer tell
‘How, when and whers the mopster fell]
Whut dogs before his deai® he tore,
Anid all the balting of the bonr.

e wassall Tound, Tn good brown bowls,
Garnlshed with ribbons bilthely teowls,
Thera the huge sirjoln reeked: hard by
Plum porcikdge stood, and Chrigimas pls]
Nor falled old Seotland to prodigee

At stichk high tids her savory goosc.
Then came the mesry maskers In,

And exrals rowred with blithesome din;
IF unmelodious was the =Oong,

At was o hiirty note wnll strong.

Eur.u' nd was merry England when

014 Christmas broughl his ugortn pgnin.
*Twas Christmas bronched the mighiiest

: ale; ;
s Christmas told the merriest tale;

| ristmsas gambol oft eould cheer
The poor man's heart through half the
yea

THE STAR IN THE EAST.
narahs of the East,

V'T%%I::dm?nwmh” 1y near:
+Which s the way to Bethiehem,

"TTell us, ye children dear?”

But nelther old sor voung could tell;
_B : Thr;' wisay klﬁp wont o,

till fallowing o f" bn star

“Wh “In glory won.

feh gleamed
fors the shrine U :
iowed. the infapt smiled,
£y tﬁm ‘kings sung uload.
oy falth o hidden God,
Tl ed B

vely. caid relatlons and of- |
;Elbl::m M& Of & Elronge
nightly <o
S
 {emptation

dnan ¢ @ hiehem's enib, |
;\%;:M at last o'er Mw;‘r.s.@lh. |
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BY ‘MRS. MOSES P. HANDY
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- Miss FAckermann’'s Christmas.

tts e b e s

Miss Ackermann opened her ryes o]

the sunshine withk a startled fecling of
having overslept herself; then viosed
them again, at the sound of the chimes
from the church around the corner, Fer
it was Chrisomas day. the one  day,
barring Sunidays, i the yoeur which s
aould  veally and truly eall ber own
| She wus that overworked Individunl,
popular dressmaker, golng out by (b
day, and ghe gometimes wished, with
E. P. Roe's nld doctor, that people
woulid sepd. for somebody cls= some-

thnes 4nd |ot her ryest. 'On the ]ast
Fourth of July she had been in the
country, sewing for depr life, in order

to finish o belated bridal trousseau, and

“Hy the wa 3 3 . bys
sl preseniiy T met ar | &
Yours on 1his Jaut \ £
the! nnme—f W. al
Fdaho, Bodss (1 i

GURALSTON WAS THE NAME.”

on Thanksgiving she had worked until
dark tp accommodate g cnstomer wiho
wizhed to outshine her sisters-in-tnw at
n family gathering at the house of her
husband’s father, but on Christmas day
nul even the mo=t esacting customoer
coitld ask her services.

And yot—was she glad it wis (hrist-
mas? The assoclationa which elusier
around the season make it & sorrowful
one to those who have nothing left of
homy excepting its memories and, sav-
ing for one brother. Miss Ackermeann
wis nlone ih the world”

Really, Miss Ackermann told herself,
e hud no business to be low eplefted,

how many people were starving for lhck
of work, and all thut. she concluded
vaguely, as she finlshed her breakinst
The ten, which gshe made in her room,
heating the watér on d amall gas stove,
wna excellent; she was finicky about
ten. and she felt better after drinking
it. Altogether she was in quite a cheer-
ful mood, when the Jittle daughter of
hor landlord ¢iume o wish her & marry
Christmas, and bHring an ovitation fromn
her mather 1o it her Christmeas dinnes
with thom. Dinner would be at hak-
past two. AMiss Acksrmann thanked
them very much and would dine with
thers with plessurs, Then she gave*the
Hitle girl the present she bmd rendy
for her, astylish voung lady doil,
dressed in the latest fushion, with coas
and hat complete, a gift which made 1L
reciplent vadiant, and sent her off 1o
extihit It at onge

The sermon, “God's Christmas Gifes,"
from the text: “Wail upon the Lord
and he shall glye thee the desive of thy
heart.” made her homesick agein: the
desire of her heart seemed so exoecd-
{ngly far off. Mizs Ackermann was not
one Gt those who forgef, hard as soe
tried nof to remember, She found her
thought straying bick len years, to the

Thelr parenta were nelghbors. Her
father and mother lived in the iitie
fishing town and took boarders £ the
scasan: his father was the farmar who
supplied them with vegstables and
frisit.  Jack drove tae wagon which
brought the dally supply to the cot-
tages: they would have Enown «ach
other in any case, but the morning in-
terviews over lsttfos and sirawberries,
melons and tomatoss, hrought them
closer together. Everyune approved of
thelr engtigement, a&nd the day wns set,
when i great misfortune happened: her
mether and oldest slster were killed, in
2 buzpy which they were driving, hy
a train ot & rellread crossing This
wiis bad enpugh, surely, but “froubles
hunt in couples,” and the biow seemed
to affect her father's mind: he bysame
almcast childish; tobk Lo his bhed and
wonld have no one but hes te wail
wpon him. To complete the roll af di=-
aster, her brother =uddenly  brought
home 2 wife, a girl whom none of his
friends would have choren, and the old
man would not let his davghter-ln-aw
come near bim. To tell the truth she
had no desive to help Mlsa Ackermann
in her duties; she ‘had married for &
gtep-up, and sald plainly that she did
nct mean to slave (o please anybody.

“Tya sce how L Jack” ahe pald,
with streaming eyes. "I eannot  leave
father, even for you."

“Bring. him to gur house with you"
replied Juck. “there ls plentv of room,
and father and motler won't mind."

“No, Jack, thunke ever o much, but
thut wouldn’t do any good. Father
wouidn't he gatlstied: besides, he takes
up =0 much of my time that 1 coulda’t
do my duty o you." Anid Juck bad to
submit with the best grace he could
musier.

UInfortunately, he consuited the doe-
to who attended Mr, Ackermann as to
the probable duration of the old man's
iliness. ~

The doctor assured him that the trou-
ble was-ahlefiy hypochondria, and that
he might live for years in the same
state, or might possibly recover ns sud-
denty u8 ke -had collipsed; 4t nll events,
the putient was in po immediate dan-
ger: "

e imquiry woull have done no
had & talklng \;f?. tu! wlmn; he :tu‘ld
syeryihing: so0 ore long the whole
nelghborhood  was saying that Jack

Ralston had been ssking bow long oid
man Aak%:m c?uld- live. Of pourse
1

the story e 1::.3"“ A::_i_umn:n‘nﬁs
L - Indignut
g br grief. Jack could not deny
i of poaltive denlal
sho wonld lsten to no explandtion,
There wae a quarrel, & broken engage-
ment, and Jack Falston weni  west,

lation one ean have.

1f he had been less Impatlent, there
would have bern no trouble, Dr.
did not u d the affect which
a broken heart mometimes produces
upon the hod¥. Mr. Ackerimann died
Bbetore the winter was over. Jack Bals-
ton came I‘wmt‘!;:iﬂ! as® he henrd the

harnt, hid It pot Boen that the doctor

e e
rtad. w 10 €GRa0 T
mnelf}u'le's_d‘\:w {8 the bast conso-

she wns 4 very fortupate person, think |

sedaside, to her old home and Jack |

Bland |

mines out there und iz guite chumm

with one My best Lo, whn
hus Fim ney i his bisiness. Th
twoe were together at my rooms o the
hoial, and h aw Min's plorure on The
boreau; 1 It arobmd to
(Fep Ine tiom—guardian
wngel 1 . Min: and
he gaw 1t You Enow poaple say Yol
two lpok allke and the |[lkeness Comes
put strong o that photo.. N struck
him all of & henp Excuds me" hn
sild, Dur will yeu 410 me owhy prier
ture: thnt naks very miih lke
Some e ;

CCertnd
girl. She
lady who

AcRermana,
turnigl out

r sumes.  Bu
1ot

asied otk of questionx WD, e
pecially whether youn wers marrisl 1
guve you i goind chiteacter, wind 1 gucss

vou'll he hearing Yeom hi
Rosg says he's o buchelor™

Miss Ackermana conirolied heranlf suf-
¢ e amile “Thank you, we Were
w and pelghbors when | ‘was =2
st and In a moment
more thoy we ughing at & comlend
anecdols whict & Jdrumimer wae el
|lm: In his beat gtyle; It wWis fw Wondes
he mold goods

Pafore long

L

When the dinner way aver the hist.
ess excused hetsell soun, donon plea of
domestie duties. leaving Sfise Avker-

| mann With the Soung peopls, so know'-
| Ing herzed? de tron, she lingered but &
Bark in her room shes

| few minutes

| gave way, and ook refuoge in that
| Inat solace of her s nog ory: ey
Loverwratgh! nerves wyded  ceflef,

Fand would nig Ve densed,

| Bhe wan szill hudiiod s discongoiate
| heap: vwn the lounge when there caimo U
| tap ut-the door, which she rovegnized
as tha! of her Hitle friend, She =0T ugp
gy 9 Peusdnens  (peaang  pan
triasting that in the dim Hght of e
| st falling rwilight the child would
{ potice nothing wmles, sharp ax she
| was,

o

in,” she called, as the Rnoek
wiis repenind

“Fiere'a i gentleman to sess you,™ the
child said, with the mir of @& peEson
who cosfers a fnvor. "“He says ho s
an old friend, so I bhrought Rim right
up.” Mids Ackermann rememberad tha
It Helng Christmis duy. tha maid wonid
be out, and that, contequentiy, e -
te vl woulld answen the door,

“Thank you,'" she sald “you rody
g0 Then she found hersslf fnee te
tace With & bromse aod hedrded man,

Anie,” vislea

! W B Wi uncy

8he held out both hands. with an

anEyr Festaro, UOh, Jack, Jack" she
cried,

A moment more and she was sub-
bing on his shoulder, whils his arms
helil her us though they would nevir
fot her po. And now when Mr. Ralston
wishes 10 teasc his wife, he telis his
friewds that. after making him walt ten
years, she heiped bime at last with the
dharting.

e s
THE ANGELUS.

triumphal charior wheels have

The sun:
rolled
Yur the jow portal of the westivrn aky,

C

Sl radls Uls goTgeotiE vesture fold ofy
i i

Earth's moyal jover lodth 1o say good-

e
Baft lies 1he aio on the farowed Laul,
Slow skims the swallow to the caves

AWy :
In pover=nt grice two, undiy sollors stapd,

Whal sweetost munic thrilis the chb af

.}':h the Angelus from von tower
aray—

“ave Marly, smida plenal
Avo Mari gratia plenal™

Ave Marla! Laminots Quern of Hogven?
Dreams of thy glory gild ber rusged

wa¥k.
Thow arlk oge Hope, our deathlesd Star of

Ewen, :
ThHe Tose eternal o pur deséri seay.
Thou waose pure  Rlance can Lagifer
appal

Be odr good strengih tilionariaehlme

We pTay; -
Our solaes Hil the last impecial call,
When st the sbbing of IIx's toll-apent

Bhati rinx the Angelis from ihe gieepls

gray b
“Ave Maria, 1ia plenx! -
Ave m:rh. :rr:ua it

O toflers brawn, ¥e stamd at heaves's
A g:;:i ot sin and pabn fhrobs on be-
-t'mn"ﬁf?.‘ﬁ'é prayer the hoyering Enmphs
Md:ﬁi-ml thelr Rymn in chaste adering

Ol ye twaln, robed hsr T:,-r!:ru ::ltrzl‘vh ﬂ‘{an.
i Questiz foTEVEr A ¥
Bu:hhl;'gnﬂglma.ug Jewelesh 4t tive  Fesdst
dvine,
in @ dream ahall tles. when far away
ﬁnﬂ :m: the Angelus from. ihe stesple
F:f\:o Maria, urn‘ttl:- niem;:_
atly plesal
A“Maha..li‘_ = Bhalloe
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